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Upcoming 

Events 
 

APR 3 

Monthly Meeting 
 

APR 4-6 

Regional Mini Camp  
 

APR 26 

Global Youth Service 
Day 
 

APR 27 

Host Family training 
 

MAY 1 

Monthly Meeting 
 

MAY 9 

Ten Thousand Villages 
 

MAY 17 

Car Wash 
 

JUNE 8 

Picnic in the Park 
 

JUNE 27 

Village starts  

 As spring finally arrives and daffodils bloom, so 
finally does your March newsletter; yes I know it is 
really April but just humor me. 
 
 As you can see, the Brandywine Valley Chapter 
of CISV is extremely busy and we are all excited 
about the fabulous upcoming events. Don’t miss a 
page of this newsletter because it is full of things you 
need to know and opportunities for your involvement. 
 
 As I write this, I want to extend many thanks to 
our Executive Committee, Board Members, and Trus-
tee. They are the usual composers of this CISV BV 
greeting but are meeting the demands of our busy 
spring and summer schedules.   
 
 Wishing you all peace, 
  Regina Sanders  

www.brandywine.cisvusa.org 

P.O. Box 542 Westtown, PA 19395 

Congratulations 
  

 Frank Nefos has recently received 
the Doris Allen Youth for Life Award. 
Many of you know Frank and we can’t think of a more de-
serving recipient; he loves CISV dearly. We are privileged  
to have him as part of our Chapter. 
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 The Village Planning Committee has been hard at work lining up support for this 

summer's Brandywine Valley chapter-hosted Village, which begins June 27th and ends 

July 24th. For those of you who have already volunteered -- and there are 50 of you!! -- a 

heartfelt thanks!  For those of you who may not have been contacted yet, please consider 

volunteering some time to help; we have intentionally spread the responsibilities among 

many people so that no one person has too much on their plate.  Please contact Tracey at 

610-738-0960 or at tsjmwalsh@comcast.net 

 

Here are the committees which still need assistance:  

1. Site Prep/Clean Up Committee -- Set up for the Village is June 26th and June 27th; 

clean-up will be July 24th; a great way for new families to become involved and meet 

other CISV parents.  Site prep is limited to adults; clean up will include JBers.   

2. Special Events/Excursions Committee -- We need at least one more individual to help 

make arrangements for excursions taking place outside of the Village.  

3. Laundry Committee -- We have lots of people on this committee but we could use 

more -- because there will be LOTS of laundry.  Operative days:  July 7th through 8th; 

July 11th through 13th; July 16th through 17th.  If you have time to offer on any of 

those days, please join our committee.   

Congratulations to the newly elected 2008-2009 JB board members: 
    Gemma Lenowitz   President  
    Veronica Reynolds  Vice-president   
     Megan Sanders   Treasurer 
     Emilie Virgilio  Secretary 
     Vinnie Ross   Historian 
     Kendra Sweitzer  Age group 11-13 rep 
     Laura Berstler  Age group 14-16 rep 
     Rachael Wilson-McCall Age group 17-25 rep 

 Brandywine Valley hosted the Northeastern Regional Mini-Camp  April 4-6, themed "Get a 
Clue".  It was a tremendous success, with 55 Junior Branch members participating from 5 
chapters.   The JB presidents from the chapters planned and ran all of the activities, using 
the Clue game as an engaging back drop to learning more about global issues, human 
rights, media/propaganda, and more! 

Global Youth Service Day—April 26 
 
Come work at and participate in the 5K “Race Against Vio-
lence” to benefit Chester County Crime Victim’s Center. Con-
tact the JB for more information. 

iPeace t-shirts on sale now for $10. Buy one soon!!! 



Village 

Quito, Ecuador: 

Dean Reynolds 
Ryan Young 
Melissa McLaughlin 
Selina Rodriquez 
Loren Wells-Leader    
 
Village  

Jacksonville, USA:  

Davis Kurdyla 
Alex Sanger 
Kate Cornelius 
Alexandra Daukaus 
Stephanie Johnson- Leader  
 
Summer Camp 

Victoria, Canada:  

Katie Head 
Emilie Virgilio 
Charles Mac Bruer 
Jeff Nelson 
Jeff Burns– Leader  
 
JC  

San Francisco, USA: 

Megan Sanders 
 
JC  

Quito, Ecuador: 

Jordan Makansi  
 

Seminar Camp  

Calgary, Canada:  

Gemma Lenowitz 

 

 

Remember when your child was se-

lected to be a CISV delegate? Re-

member your mixed feelings of joy 

and apprehension? Remember how ex-

cited you were to see them return? 

Remember the stories they told and 

the fun they had? Remember the 

friends they made? Remember what a 

great experience it was for your 

child and your family? 

 

 

 

Please respond to the Annual Appeal 

letter you have received. Help make 

dreams come true for others just 

like somebody made dreams come true 

for you and your family. It does 

not matter how long ago you were 

involved or in what capacity, we 

still need your help. We have a 

very rigorous hosting schedule and 

need to build up our funds for fu-

ture hosting. 

 

 

Please be generous to the Brandy-

wine Valley Chapter of CISV. Please 

respond. Please know that you can 

make dreams come true. Thank you! 



 

Do you shop????? 
If your answer is yes, then here are 3 painless ways to 

help the BV chapter. 
 

•  Mark your calendar NOW for Friday May 9th. That evening from 5-9 PM shop for         
 mother’s day or any occasion at Ten Thousand Villages at 271 Main Street in Exton. 
 A portion of all sales will be donated to Brandywine Valley CISV. Ten Thousand   
 Villages works with over 100 artisan groups in over 30 countries to bring you fair 
 trade jewelry and gifts.  
 
 
•  This is new way to help,  iGive. When you shop at  your regular internet shopping 
 sites through them, Brandywine Valley CISV gets a small percentage of the sale.  
 Many stores like Macy, Penney, Boscov, Sears, K-Mart and more participate with 
 iGive. Use this link to join and shop: http://www.iGive.com/BVCISV. Remember we 
 are also a registered participate in eScript. 

 
 
•  Participate in the GIANT Rewards program. CISV Members and their friends 
 may purchase Giant cards which can be used like cash at any GIANT grocery store.  
 Our chapter will receive 5% of the proceeds.  This is a great opportunity for all of 
 you who shop at Giant to help support the Chapter and the Village. 

Working at the Car Wash 
Our annual carwash will be Saturday, May 17th from 10-4pm at the Sunoco sta-
tion at the corner of Boot Rd. and Paoli Pike.  We need both adults and kids. This 
is a great way for delegations to work and play together. We want groups to sign 
up for 2 hours shifts, starting at 10. Some supplies will need to be provided by 
our workers.   

Picnic in the Park ….. All members are invited to this annual event.  
We will elect new board members and an executive board. We will bid fare-
well to our delegates and we will get ready to welcome children from around 
the world to our Village. We will also meet our JB officers. We will hand out 
membership directories to all members and we will build many friendships. 
The picnic is Sunday June 8th. Mark your calendars now. More details to 
come.   



 ¡Buenos días mis amigos de Brandywine Valley!  It’s so nice to now be a part of your 
family!  My name is Dustin Lamb, and I will be directing the “Making the Connection” Vil-
lage in your area this summer.  I started CISV not long ago, in 2005, because an ex-coworker 
said our chapter needed a leader to head a peace camp. I had never heard of the program.  
Moreover, I had never flown nor had I been in charge of children before.  I decided to go 
ahead with “trying out” the program but told the chapter that I needed a direct flight to wher-
ever I was going.  Luckily they did find leader who was willing to travel overseas and I trav-
eled and participated in my first Village in the San Francisco Bay area.  The friendships that I 
made there at the Village still are strong today and then foreshadowed my later CISV involve-
ment.  In 2006, I led another Village in a city near Bergen, Norway.  Although this was my 
second international flight by then, it was an experience in and of itself as I had to take a ship 
to our destination which I had not done before.  My second Village was an awesome experi-
ence too.  When I returned from my international voyages, I became very involved with my 
home chapter by becoming the Local Leadership Trainer, Village Committee Chair, Fundrais-
ing Committee Chair, Website Designer and Administrator, and the “technology guy.”  By 
2007 I was asked to direct here in Findlay, Ohio.  Although it was a tremendous responsibility 
and an incredible amount of work I said yes.  After an incredible challenge yet rewarding 
learning experience I am back for my fourth CISV experience and will be spending it with 
you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Village is such a unique experience and because of this I have a hard time thinking of 
participating in another type of summer camp within CISV.  I really think Village in general 
should be on one of those commercials:  “Passport - $100, Plane ticket to Costa Rica - $749, 
A CISV Experience for a month – PRICELESS!”  It’s one of the only places I know where I 
can meet people of more than five cultures in one area and not only get to know them as a 
person but get to know their respective culture as well.  No where in the world have I been 
able to do that except with CISV.  The friendships that one builds here are everlasting too.  
Not only for the adults, but the children also and most importantly benefit by learning the true 
formalities of not just one culture but several and at the same time diminishing or distinguish-
ing the possible predisposed stereotypes.  This type of education is not something that can be 
easily learned in a classroom setting and therefore is best learned hands-on through a program 
such as CISV.  Being a teacher I treasure hands-on learning and the impact it leaves with stu-
dents.  Making the Connection Village will be committed in carrying out these goals to pro-
vide everyone that special CISV experience.  We look forward to Making the Connection by 
sparking connections between cultures and through one another. 



 

Hosting Opportunities 
 

 

 

 The 2008 delegations attending the “Making the 

Connection” Brandywine Valley Village are making their 

travel plans. We are presently seeking families to host 

these children.  We have many opportunities for host-

ing: 

 

•  1st Homestay: Friday, June 27 – Sunday, June 29. 

On Friday, pick up 5 people at airport with their 

luggage; keep 4 delegates unless otherwise arranged 

and deliver the leader to the Village; we are hoping 

to car pool leaders. On Sunday, deliver your fed 

delegates to the Village at 7PM. 

 

•  2nd Homestay: Friday, July 11, 7 PM – Sunday, July 

13, 7 PM-8PM. Spend the weekend with two delegates. 

 

•  Departure: Thursday, July 24, 11 AM. Take 5 people 

and their luggage to airport; in some cases a Post-

Village Homestay is required depending on flights. 

 

 We are looking for up to 24 families total to par-

ticipate, so please respond as soon as possible! You 

may help with one, two, or all three opportunities. 

Many families find this the most rewarding part of be-

ing a CISV member! 

 

 Contact Janet at Janet.Reynolds@msn.com or 610 429

-3369 if you are able to participate in any way by 

April 20, 2008. 

 

 Host Family Training will be held at the Copeland 

Schoolhouse (next to the East Bradford Township Build-

ing, 666 Copeland School Road, West Chester, PA) on 

Sunday, April 27 at 3 pm - 5 pm. 

 


